
Venue: Aula am Campus, Spitalgasse 2, Hof 1.11, 1090 Vienna
Organizers: Bilateral FWF-NCN Research Project “Non-Ukrainians in Revolutionary 
Ukraine, 1917-1921”, Department of East European History, University of Vienna

Nationalities and National Diversity  
in Revolutionary Ukraine, 1917–1921
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University of Vienna 
Department of East European History
Spitalgasse 2, Hof 3 (Campus), 1090 Wien · T +43-1-4277-41101 · iog.univie.ac.at

Conference 

3-5 September 

2026

Saturday, 5 September 2026

Panel 5: Dynamics of Violence and Self-defense

Chair: Hannah Steckelberg, University of Vienna

9:00 – 10:15

Larysa Bilous, University of Alberta:  
One Moral Grammar, Two Targets: Estate Burnings and  
Pogroms in Revolutionary Right-Bank Ukraine, 1917–1921

Aileen Friesen, University of Winnipeg:  
Mitigating Violence in Southern Ukraine: Mennonite Families in 1919

10:15 – 10:45 
Coffee Break

Panel 6: Revolutionary Developments in Western Ukraine

Chair: Anastasiia Ivanova, University of Vienna

10:45 – 12:00

Jan Rybak, Central European University:  
Jewish Militias in the Re-Making of East Galicia

Börries Kuzmany, University of Vienna: 
Diversity Accommodation in Revolutionary Western Ukraine  
between the Habsburg Empire and the Polish Republic

Concluding Discussion 

Chair: Faith Hillis, University of Chicago

12:00 – 13:00 

Launch of the AREI Issue  
“Ukrainian Statehood in the European Context, 1917-1921”

Roundtable with Editors and Authors:  
Anastasiia Ivanova, Gennadii Korolov, Yuki Murata, Serhy Yekelchyk

This conference received funding from  
the Austrian Science Fund (FWF),  
the Polish National Science Center (NCN),  
and the Austrian-Ukrainian Historical Commission (ÖUHK).
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Thursday, 3 September 2026

Opening Remarks

14:30 – 15:00 

Wolfgang Mueller, University of Vienna  
Börries Kuzmany, University of Vienna

Panel 1: Minority Agency and State Building 

Chair: Guido Hausmann,  
Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies (IOS) 

15:00 – 16:15

Anastasiia Ivanova, University of Vienna:  
Autonomy Through Law: Jewish Law-making in Revolutionary Ukraine, 1917–1921

Clarisse Brossard, Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales (INALCO):  
From National-Personal Autonomy to Kultur-Lige: Yiddish Institutions in War-Torn 
Ukraine (1918–1920)

16:15 – 16:45 
Coffee Break

16:45 – 18:00

Konstantin Morozov/Alla Morozova, Independent Researchers (Paris):  
The Origins of the ‘Third Russia’ Idea: Karol Wędziagolski, Dmitry Odinets  
and the Kiev Branch of the Union for the Revival of Russia in 1918 

Samuel Baur, University of Zurich:  
What Can We Learn from the Caucasus? A Comparative Framework for  
Understanding Revolutionary Transformations in Georgia and Ukraine 

Keynote: War and Revolution as Shortcuts to Nationalism:  
The Many Nations of the Ukrainian Lands, 1914–1921 

18:30

Speaker: Serhy Yekelchyk, University of Victoria

Chair: Börries Kuzmany, University of Vienna

Reception

Friday, 4 September 2026

Panel 2: Groupness and National Belonging

Chair: Yuki Murata, University of Tokyo

9:00 – 10:45 

Gennadii Korolov, Institute of History – Polish Academy of Sciences:  
Defining Political National Indifference in Revolutionary Ukraine, 1917–1921:  
Henryk Ułaszyn, Igor Kistiakovskyi, and Otto Eichelmann

Michèle Häfliger, University of Bern:  
Subcarpathian Ruthenia’s Nationalities with and without Revolutionary Ukraine

Ivan Kanivets, University of Cologne:  
Seeing and Not Seeing Nationality: Archival Film and the Problem  
of Visual Identification in Revolutionary Ukraine 

10:45 –11:15 
Coffee Break

Panel 3: Groupness and Social Belonging

Chair: Ottilie Manegold, University of Vienna 

11:15 – 13:00 

Andrii M. Fesenko, National Technical University of Ukraine – KPI:  
The Orthodox Church and the Reconfiguration of National Identity in Revolutionary 
Ukraine (1917–1921): Between State-Building and Regional Realities (online)

Halyna Roshchyna, University of Hamburg:  
Between Frontlines and Identities: Youth in Volhynia during the Revolutionary Period 
1917–1921 

Nataliya Venger, University of Winnipeg:  
Facing the Tidal Wave of Chaos: Mennonite Entrepreneurship during the Revolutionary 
Era, 1917–1920

13:00 – 15:00 
Lunch Break

Panel 4: External Patronage and Kin State Relations

Chair: Gennadii Korolov,  
Institute of History – Polish Academy of Sciences

15:00 – 16:45

Daniel Vymětalík, Silesian University in Opava:  
Between Violence and Loyalty: Czech Communities in Revolutionary Ukraine  
and the Politics of Anti-Bolshevik Mobilization, 1918–1919 

Olga Bilobrovets, Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University:  
Polish Political Forces in Ukraine in 1917–1921: Ideological Contradictions  
on the Main Issues of Socio-political Development

Ioannis Brigkos, University of Vienna:  
Class Fractures, Transnational Intervention, and Divergent Survival Strategies 
Among Greeks in Revolutionary Ukraine

19:30  
Dinner
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